January 24, 2021
The Third Sunday after Epiphany
Crosscreek Baptist Church

Gathering

Prelude
Welcome and Opportunities to Connect

Centering

A Blessing of Peace
Chiming of the Hour and Lighting of the Christ Candle
Call to Worship Litany - Wes Jeffcoat

God still calls us by name.
If we open our ears, like Samuel did, we will hear God’s call.

If we open our eyes and hearts, like the first disciples, we will delight in

Jesus’ invitation to us to “come and see.”
And if we open our skeptical minds like Nathanael did, we will be amazed
at our encounter with the Son of God.

So come, with open ears, and eyes and hearts, ready to listen and encounter.
Come and worship.

The Lord’s Prayer - Wes Jeffcoat

....0ur Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come, Your will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Hearing

Hymn of Praise No. 27 - “Morning Has Broken”

Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word!

Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven,
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,



Sprung in completeness where His feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
Born of the one light! Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God's recreation of the new day!

A Reading from the Old Testament - 1 Samuel 3:1-10

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word
of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. One night Eli, whose eyes
were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual
place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in
the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called
Samuel. Samuel answered, "Here | am."” And he ran to Eli and said, "Here | am;
you called me." But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down."” So he went
and lay down. Again the LORD called, "Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to
Eli and said, "Here | am; you called me." "My son," Eli said, "l did not call; go
back and lie down."” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the
LORD had not yet been revealed to him. A third time the LORD called,
"Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here | am; you called
me." Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel,
"Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is
listening.™ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The LORD came and
stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said,
"Speak, for your servant is listening.”

This is the word of the Lord...
Thanks be to God.

A Moment for Children - Pam Alford
A Time of Reflection

Before the truth sets you free, it tends to make you miserable. - Richard Rohr

Worship in Song - Jeff Jeffcoat
A Reading from the Old Testament - 1 Samuel 3:11-20 - Calvin Gunn

And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, | am about to do something in Israel that
will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. At that time | will
carry out against Eli everything | spoke against his family-from beginning to
end. For | told him that | would judge his family forever because of the sin he
knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them.
Therefore | swore to the house of Eli, The guilt of Eli's house will never be



atoned for by sacrifice or offering.™ Samuel lay down until morning and then
opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision,
but Eli called him and said, "Samuel, my son."” Samuel answered, "Here | am."
"What was it he said to you?" Eli asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal
with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you." So
Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, "He is the
LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes.” The LORD was with Samuel as he
grew up, and he let none of Samuel's words fall to the ground. And all Israel
from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of
the LORD.

This is the word of the Lord...
Thanks be to God.

Hymn of Devotion No. 395 - “Open My Eyes, That | May See”

Open my eyes, that | may see
Glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free.

Silently now | wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see;
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere;
Open my heart, and let me prepare

Love with thy children, thus to share.

Silently now | wait for thee,
Ready, my God, thy will to see;
Open my mouth, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Sermon
Brandon Hudson
“Revealed: Happily Eating What’s in the Bag
(or Hearing What We Don’t Want to See)”



Responding

Silence and Meditation

To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything He has given us -
and He has given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His love,
every moment of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces
from Him.

Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, is
constantly awakening to new wonder and to praise of the goodness of God. For
the grateful person knows that God is good, not by hearsay but by experience.
And that is what makes all the difference. - Thomas Merton

Hymn of Response No. 482 - “Here | Am, Lord”

[, the Lord of sea and sky,
| have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night,
| will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall | send?

Here | am, Lord.
Is it |, Lord?
| have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord,
If You lead me,
| will hold Your people in my heart.

Enacting

Benediction and Blessing

Hymn of Parting
“An Old Irish Blessing”

May the road rise to meet you, May the wind blow at your back, May the sun shine warmly on
your face, May the rain fall softly on your field; And until we meet again, until we meet
again, May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.

Postlude



